July 24, 1991

Dear Donalné»~ :

Enclosed are copies of letters from Melvin Jones - to somebody -
anyway ny Dad has written notes throughout.

I've had to put these things aside for a while but here are copies
whatever they are worth. My oldest sister remembers KKK on horses,
going down Main Street in their white robes. | guess Indiana was
a "hot-bed- .

Note in the Melvin Jones material the number of times "I" has been
used. He really was power hungry & an egomaniac. Maybe he had
nothing else to do.Papa was so busy, often worked 18 hours a day
& never refused to go when a patient called. Those days are gone
& we are heading to socialized medicene. Credit was given to
Jones for organizing.

Po hope you are feeling better. It has been so HOI here & humid
since we are on the Ohio River.

Please note the affidavit was taken when Dr. Woods was 75.

1952 = March . . =)
1877 - Born May 20
75
Best regards. Sincerely, Florence Foster

RS I cashed your check today.

NOTE. The above is a transcript of a letter written to Lion
DonaldRasmissen from Florence Foster, daughter of
Dr. Woods. W.ith the letter Mrs Foster sent Donald
copies of priceless letters, a notarized 35-page
statement of Dr. Woods regarding the formation of
Lions International, and an 11-page statement of
Melvin Jones explaining wy he, not Dr. Woods, was
the true originator and founder of Lions International.
The information contained in Melvin's statement was
widely circulatedfrom the Chicago headquarters during
the period following the Dallas meeting, With no
denial or protest coming from Dr. Woods, the false
claims of Melvin Jones ultinmately, with the passing
of time, became "facts".

Henry Simms
Historianof the
Founder Lions Club of San Antonio
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- MELVIN JONES - His personal explanation of ‘how he.'(siot Dr. Woods)

formulated: the plan and organized the International.Association of
. Liomns C1 - This false information was widely c;i.i:gi_i@?gted - soon -
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SEATEMERT BY rLVil 540N THI ORIGIN OF LIONISV, THF
GANIZATION WXETING , THF ADOPTION OF THW CONSTITUTION
4D BY-LA'3 OF THE ASSOCIATION," INTERNATICHAL ASSOCI-
ATION OF LIONS CLUBS, AND, TH® INCOEPORATION OF SAID
ASSOCIATION.

THF ORIGIN OF LIONISH:

1 became a member of the Business Circle of Chicago in March
1913, The Business Circle had suffer=d a considerable loss of membership
since its organization in 1807, and I soon began an investigetion into the causes,
During the summ~r and fall of 1813, T contdcted most of the original nembers who
had resigned , and found thot many had resigned to ro into clubs thet vere affil-
iated with lsrge national or international organizations.

In the electior of officers that were to take office January 1lst
1914, I was elected Secretary., At the first meeting of the new Board of Dyrectors
on Jaruary 5th 1914, ss a r-sult of my irvestigations, I recommended thet the club
work toweeds forming a national or Interrational organization. This recommendation
was accepted by the Board, and wes later approved by the members of the Busineass
Circle at & —eeting held in the Flarters Fotel on Monday everning, January 18th 1914.
I was suthorized to rroceed with the study and work on behalf of the club.

For the next 3-% years, I carried on the work of contacting
directly and by corresrondence various individuals, clubs end organizations of all
¥inds, and attended every convention in Chicago that I could, in order to meet
delegates from cther cities. I geined all tre information I could as to the kinds
of clubs and organizations in The country, their objectives|, wheth~r thev were
interested in affiliating with a national or international orgenizetion, and if
possible, whethsr they could co-coperate in forming such an orgarization., One of
the letters received irn reply to ny correspondence reads as follows:

"Omaha, Veb., June 29,1016
¥r., Melvin Jones,
Sec. The Rusiness Circle,
Room 1743-176 . Jackson Blvd., Chieago.
Tear ¥r. Jones:= :
Your letter of Jure 22nd to ocur Fresident, H.I’, Joluscr, hes heen
handed me for reply. ,

“e want first to expre-s our appreciation of the vwery cordial invi-
teticn extended te jein hends with the Business Cirele in formulsating a national
organization. This is a very commendable purpose and ons which th: Omaha Concord
Club heertily endorses. As you say however, this is n question that will have to be
threshed out nt some future time at & nationel co verticn. Be assured that we vill
be delighted to take active part in such & movement.

"e have told our members that if any of them should chance to be
ir Chicage, to hunt you ur, and believe they will rot hesitate to do so. "o osk
that ycu do the same thing if any of your members come over here. e have lots of
live wires in Omaha, whom wou ought to krow.

Very truly yours,
3. Shyler,
Secretary-Treasurer"
From tiime to time, I made reports to the Bomrd of Dreotors and
to the full membership of the Rusiress Tircle. The work culminated in m& being auth-
orized to issue invitations, as Secretary of The Business Cirole, to the clubs

with whom_l had heen in contact, to send yepresentatives to & meeting to be held on
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June Tth 1917. The vurpose of the méeting was to ‘form an international orgarizetiom.

The m~etirg wes held as scheduled on June 7th 1917, in the Fast Room
of the Fotel la %a'le, Cricago, Illincise, and there viere persons present represerting
the following organizations:

.The Rusiness Cirole, Chicago,Illincis
The Internaticonal Associatior of Lions Clubs, e ————
an Indiane corporation
Optimists Clubs
Vortex Clubs
Business and Professioral Men's Association
of St, Paul, Minn.
comprising & total of 43 cluss, and I had received authority to reporesent the followimg
five clubs:
Cirgonian Club, lLos Angrles, Calif.
Corncord Club, Omaha, Meb.
Citizens Rusiness Club, Philadelphis Pa
Business Yens 4ssociation, Minneapolis, ¥inn.
Co-Operative Club, Kansas City, VFo.

Thus a total of 48 clubs were represented at this meeting.

Three representatives of the Exchange Clubs also came to Chicago

et our invitdtion. They informed me on the morning of June 7th that they would partic-
ipate in the mee ing if I would agr-e in advance that their name would be adopted by
the orgarization to be formed. I could not agreec to such & commitment for all rep-
resentatives, of courze, 8o th» Exchange Clubs representatives did not attend the
neeting.

® The minutes of the Jure 7th, 1817 , meeting of the Business Circle
were rrinted within & month after the meeting and sert to those who attended the mest-
ing., A copy of said minutes 1s attached hereto as a part of this statemert.

As shown by those rinutes, one of the representatives who attended
at nmy inviation as Secretary of the Pusiness Circle was Ir. ".F."ocds, of Egans-
ville, Indiana, who was one of the incorporaters of an Indiana corporation, The Inter~
naticnal Assocletion of Lions Clubs, incorporated in Indiane, October 24th 1816, by
Dr. *.F.Woods, Carmi Hicks, a'd C.E.Conen. '

Dr. Moods had listed himself as President of said corporation, the prin-
cipal office or place of business of which was ai Evansville,Indiara, He was orne of
the men with whom I had been in contact in 1918.

Frior to the mneting discussions were had with Dr. “,F.7oods regarde
ing the new orgarizetion that might be formed acquiring his rirhts in the said cor-
roration fbove mentioned,

Several members of The Busiress Circle had been sctive in helping
~me with the work to this time, and, in view of what we hed learned from our investi-
gations, it was our aim to establish en egssociation of affilisted clubs that belonged
to the clubs themselves, the officsrs and directors of such association to be members
in good sta-ding of mﬁmber clubs in good standing, and an association that would be
governed urder e constituiticn adopted in & convention by d=legates of the member
clube. e alreedy favored the Lion name and hoped that the organization to he formed
would agree to this name,
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At trc luncheon, held ac e regular =ice ting of The Business Circle, the
following resclution wes adopted by the Ciub:

" That the Board of Directops of The Business Circle of Chicago enter into ‘
negotlstions with Ir . ™.F.%oods of the International Associstion of Lions Clubs,
and with other cluss with reference to the affiliation of these ~lubs and that
sai¢ Poard of Directors heve £ 11 power yo make a-d comrlete all arrange-erts
for said affiliation and any act they do in the rremises shall be the act of this
Club end binding thereon"”

This concluded the busiress trarsacted 4t the noon geeting of The
Business Cirele, dbut before sdjournment the I'resident requested that s meeting of
all reyresentatives of clubs present, together with the Loard of Tirretors of the
Pusiness MNircle, be held in the same room immedietdy following adiourmment, and the
meeting adjourned at 1.50 P.V,

The Orgenization Meeting;

A meeting of the Club representatives present, togethrr with the Roard of
Directors of The Business Circle, convenecd at 2:00 F !., June 7th 1917, immediately
efteradjournment of the Fusiness Circle meetihg, in the last Room of the Eotel
La Salle, as the first step in carrying out the direction to the Board of TNirecters
of The "usiress Circle set forth in the resolution above quoted. A copy of the
minutes of this organization meeting is attached as & rart of this statement.

F."".Hallenbeck, President of thes Business Circle, and I were elected Chair~
rand and Secretary, respectively, of the meeting. Considerable discussion took
plece concerning tvpes of orgesrizations, rames. ond locations of clubs. 'r. Cust
- N¥esging of the Business ard Frofessional %en's fissociation of “t. Paul, called
attention to the faect +that the rurpose of the meeting was to form sn associstion
of clubs not already in an interrational e&ssociation, and thet the Optinists Ciubs
were elready so organized. It also delvecped that Optimists Clubs in several
cities would conflict with other clubs reppesented.

I'r, E.. Kaercher, of the Vortex Club of St. Louis, thereiivon made the B
following motlion, which was seconded by D.S. Sattler, Vicece~-President of . and
delegate for, The Business Circle: .
“That the represertatives in sess“ion form an organization of the
clubs not now in conflict with ore arother, details ‘o e worked out, and & net-
icnal rame be adopted later, subject to the ratificetion by the club representea by
the voting member" ‘

This motion was carried efter some further discussion. Tris was the June
motion forming en corganization of elubs, for which purpose the ' ceting had been =--.- 5
called, which resulted in the adoption of & Constitutbmn and By-Laws of the Y
"IHternational Associmtion of Lions Clubs".at the Firét convertidon of clubs E;JSZ-
that joined in the new organization held at Dallas, Texss, in Octo -er 1917,

The Optimists Clubs" reporesentatives did not vote on the metion, And
after It wes rassed withdrew from further participastion because of the confliots
rreviously discussed,

ts the minutes show, I then requested a recess of the eeting in order 3
to counsel with the Board of Directors of the Busdhess Cirele. At this mesting
of the Board during tie recess, Maurice Rlink reported that, with the excopt=
ion of the Optimists Clubs! representatives who were not now rarticipating, the ?

delegated had aggeed to accept the Lion name as a compromise choice. .
g3l Cmn coedc ;
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The Board of Cirectors vas advised that the orgerizaticn formed could
use the name "International Association of Lions Clubs.,” —

Dr. 7.F,%oods who had been invited tosttend the Roard of Lirectors 7

meeting, attended the.meeting, end agrebd with the Lorectors that the new Jdrgane
ication could take over his _control of Tbe International Agsociation of Lions Clubs \V

end Indiana ~orroration. Also during this r¥8ess, the Preghdent 5T the Tallas” Tions ~ e
Club was contacted by long distaneerhoné and His agrwe sent obtained thaﬁ with ouwx >
co-opera%ion, The clvbs »ifiliated with this new organizeticn would Fold & convertion
in the first or second week of October 1917, with the Imllas Liors Club, as host club,
The Board of Directors, with the authority of the mclion voted by the Lvainess Cirele
rerbers rreviously at th luncheon, voted to change their pame to the lions Club of
Chiemgo., All of these things were done during the recess of the meeting mentioned..-

Chairman Haellenbeck reconvened the meeting of the representatives, who
were invited to change the namwes of their clubs with the Wwiew of working out de-
tails of sdopt mg & constitution and objects for the new orgarization and elect-
ing officers ard directors at the coming corvertion in Iallas. lr. Woods who already
had agreed to relinguish !is control of the Indiara Corrorestiorn, The Irternational ——e
FEssociation of Lions Clubs, co~operated wlkg.us by extending his invitetion to

the various clube to accept charters from corporation., A motion was then car-
ried unanimously toa ccept charters from The Internationsl Associetion of Lions
Clubs,an\, India~a corporation, subjeetto-tho-retification.of.the different-ciubas —-
within-sixty-deyd .and.report to me-es—-Aeting-Secretary-of the-new erganizetione-—-——

LN

o ¢lub reyorted back to me, as Acting Secretary of the rew organ- )

1zat10n accerting charters in "The Irternatiopal Associetion of Liona Clnub, ﬂanA1zlﬂ g
Indiane corgoration. - %
~No

In the few days following the June 7th meeting, I saw meny of the

RZusiness Circle members p-rsonelly, and st the Busiress Circle Posrd of Directors :
meeting on July 2nd,1917, the actiors of Dolegate I',S.Sattler (delegete for the 51// 10
Business Cirecle of Chicago) at the June Tth meeting were ratified and the change
of neme to The Lions Club of Chicago also was ratified.

A committes was app01nted at this Board of Directors reeting
(July 2, 1917) consisting of Tdwin J. Raber and Albert Scheible, attorneys, and
myself, to follew through on all detalls, ireluding arraengenents for thre Da11as i’/"ﬁ
Porvention and ircorporation of the new orga-istion in the State of J1linois. !
After several meetings, the cosmittee Jdecided thet it would be advisable to wait Tor
the Dalles Corventicn meeting before taking steps tc incorporate.

It should be remembered thet, in the early deys of the formaticn of
this Association. it was extremely difficult to obtain clear and definite inform- \(\15
ation sueh as we have to dey as to the various clubs. ™e fourd thet the clubs, whiockh
participated in bringing about the organization of the Association, were orgarlzed for
rany different purposes and adtivities, and that some belonged to various organiz- j&?&
ations, while others had core into heing independently. [ i
spLVA\

Adoption of the Constltnilor end Ey-laws of the unincorporated Assoce, |, v7 ’0 i
iation, ' Internatxonal Association of Lions Clubs: K¢{’ d
As a result of the nrrangerents rade end egreed upon at the June 7t h *\/\/Cy"
p 1917 meeting in.Chicago, the first conventien was held in Dallas, Texas, on_ ..V
Ustober 8,9,10,1617, theseiiates baving been established’ by correspondence carried
on with_EEq_Ygz;oqs»glgEs {f iy e jl{c £y 13
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The convention mentioned was a convertion of represcrtatives of Vﬂf:l‘:

ious clubs that hsd decided to affiliate with other olubs in the orgarization formcis ‘Vu43

et Chicago on June 7th 1917, and ell clubs represerted at the eco 7vertien were so
vrresented 85 a direct result of the meeting of June Ttr 1917, held ir CF “cego.

T wes Acting Secretery of the June Tth 1917, meeting end of the organ-
izetion forped T tral wecting (s roivrerec to the ninvtes of seld 1eeting of June 7

’

1917, will show), and as such Acting Secrotary, I had been actively ergaged v vith i

others in making arrarpero-ts for the T leco Cor=erticr end ip cevelofing the mew orgen-

1 .

...... e -w‘

“Izaticn-thuat -Kad boern Tormed on Jun&™ T, 1917 in Chisaro. THe Dillas conveéntiodn was
a corvention of clubs that were interested in becoming active members cf & new
organization of elubs urder their own Constitution and By Laws.

joseph Trienens and I were selected by the Lions Club of
Phwcago (which hed changed its nare from the Business Circle of Dhicago) to repre- _
sent it et t'e Dallas converticn, end, prior to seid ecepvention, vo¢, tegether with
Téwir J. Teher ard Albert Scheible, had wany discussions regerdéing 4Lc jrovisicres )Ci::)
of e Corstitution that might be drafted for subrmission at Iallas to the delegates )
from tre varicus c¢lubs. 7 rrepared rery notes and memorands on many provisions )
that we thought sliovld be in the Constitution of the new organizatiomn,

- Jossph Trienens and I arrived in Iallas on October 7th 1917,
"% e were met by 1 H. Lewis, Dr. ".F.7oods ard others. e learned to our surrrise
+ Thet delegates from some clubs, including Lions Clubs and Vortex Clubs, warted a namé<::>
other than Lions.

“"hen the Dallas convention convened on October 8,1917, Yr. L H.Lewis\p«o -
acted as terperary chairman off the econvention., Nayor Joe !. Lawther of Lallas (::)
delivered the welcome address and I rcsponded thereto.

G  ._Pursuant to arrangemernts mede in conference before the corvertion

cervered, (e, LzaiBxcalled upon Lr. “.F."ocds to sct as chairman of the Cgnvention)
und Tom “1 +ur. of Ielles was arpointed to act as Secretary )

Various committees were aprcinted, as had been determined upon in con-
ferene~ before the convertion convened, irecludirg, rreng otlers, & resolutions and
constitution committee consisting of Joserh Trienens, L,H,Lewis ard F.}MN.Kaercher,

Te , represerting the lions Club of Chicago, fevored the name Lions, )
as did some delegates of bther clubs, and the nape "Internatlonal Assoclation
of Lions Clubs" was sdopted by the de}egates of the convention, )

A written Constitution and By laws were submitted to tle forve-ticn,
and, sfter some anendvents ard discussicn, the Constitution erd Ly-Twis cf the new
orga’ 1zat10n ware odowied Ly tre cs]cgatos.

Tre following quoted portions of said Constitution &:d Br-lLaws are note-
worthy, namsly:

L.

17

16

21

22



“2¢ticn 1 ef Article 1, "Tris orgenizeticn shkel) Le 'novn ©5 the Irternationel Assoce
iation of Lions lubs,"

Section 2 of Artiele 1. " All clute effilinting therewith shall be subordinate to and
vnder the jurisdiction of the Association.” .

Section 3 of Article 1, Objects,'"The objscts of the Association and of the clubs com-
posirg it are to units the meémbers thersof in the closest bonds of good fellowship;
to encourage active participstion in all things that have to do with ~cmmercial and
civic betterment: +tc uphold the princirples of good govermrent: to nssist in every
wey possible to further the irterests of their memhers, ard to bring about a bhetter
wrderstondirg oweng wot: Hut no oluh slel] Peld cut as one of its cobjects the
financial gain of its merbers."

Seoticn 4 of Article * "The home office of the Association shall be in *ve cit— of
the Secretary-Treasurer."

Section 1 o 'rtirle 11, "Mge r-vlLere ef this Association shall be the Tions Mlubs
duly chartered by it"

Sertion 3 or ‘rticle 4, "o rerscn shrll he eligible to held office ir +his fssociu- )é\
ticn or to act 2s an orgnrizer trereior unlest he Le A wrber Ir food sterding of on
affilicted club in good starding,”

Section 9 of Article 4, "Tre Coard of Director:s t£hell manage &nd co-grol the business
of the fssociatton," etc.

The delegates proceeded toc elect Officers a-d Directors, end elected L.F.lLewis, aw 3‘:
‘resident. pPr. Woods, who was then the president of the Indiana corroration, The
Internaticnal Assoclation of Lions Clubs, the principel office of which was in the

ity of Evansville, Courty of Vanderburg, Stete of Indiana, had indicated that

~J €3 he would 1ike o be rresidert of th& Tiew orgsnization, but ne the records of this ¢ 'Ef
~  Gseociatior showedd that no Lions Tinb ir Evensville, Indiana, wes en 8 ffiliated \A e

2
club cf this Association in good standirg, Ir. “oods could not meet the qualifi- IR :i(
cations “or mn officer vréer Section 3 of Article 4 of the Constitutdon.and By ) X
laws of tho nev Organizaticn. *r . Tawit, Ir. “ocds and I withdrew from the meet- ) éﬁ;
ing for a few minutes following the eledticn of T..F.lcwis, as president, and, upon »&49
I'r,y 7ocds sgreeing itk us that he world meet the qualifications for en officer of the ' {

new orgarization, ms soon ss possible, if he was elected Presidentq f the new oLt
Vuﬁ/organization,weireturned to the meeting, whereupon Vp. Lewis prevailed npon the ﬁ?;'lc
i-

mzeting to cherge its vete by electing Dr. Woods, President, and by eledting him oz
Yr. Lewis) Vice Fresident. This was done accordingly. ,

I was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the new Association. Cplors of
purple end golc were adopted, and the next convention was voted for St. Lamis,o.

: In keeping with the arrehgement that had boen made at the June Direct- -
ors meeting of The Busiress Circle, at which reeting Ir. 7.P."oods, Tresident of th \j‘ff
In?ierae Corporation, The Internetional Association of Lions Ciuvbs, rad agreed thet
the new organizetion could take over his congrol of seid corporsticr, the new organ-
ization, (the unincorrorated aAssociation of clubs under the Constitution erd By~
Laws adopted at Iallas, Texas, in Octoler 1917) acguired his cortrol of said Ind-
iare ceryeration, end,ns & terporary coredient, caused said Indiena corporatlion,which
wee subject to its control, to issue Charters to some of the rember clubs of the new
unincorporated /ssocietion. Luch clube, 60 chartered, were members of the new unine
corporated Assorieticn, and paid their fees and dues to this Associations' Secretery-

Tressurer, at its home office at Chicago,Ill nois.
~6-
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Until August 28, 1919, the Aké organigetion conducted its affairs
under end in accordance with its Constitution end By-lews ndopted et [allas, Texas,
with the office of its Secretary-Treasurer located at (Cjicego,Illinois,

: ‘The new orgenization ocaused "The International Association of
Lions Clubs”, an Illinois Corporation , to be incorpomsted on August 25,1919, 28
and since the latter dete all Chartors of this ~ssonirticr hre Tecor issuer by seld
I1tineis cerroration, All member clubs of the Associstion from &nd after August
26,1919, have beceived their Charters from the I)linols ceorpereticn to wlich
their =g frd¢ duevs reve beer ymid,

The 5t. Lecuils Corvention held on Aupust 18,20,21,1918 end the
Chicage Convention held July 9,10 and 11, 1919 were Feld under the Nonstitution
uré Br-Tore (e srended) cf the Association which were adopted et Dallas, Texes 2!
by the delegates attending thet convention.

Incorporatiocn of the fssociation "The International Assoecistion of Lions Club,"
an Illlnols Cyrporation:

The Lidéns Club of Chicago's committee, consisting of Fdwin J. Feber,
Alvert Scheible, and mys-lf, had continued to function meanwhile, and following
the St. louls Covention, we considered incorporating the Association #n Illineis, but
it was decided to wait until new objects, &n emblem, and & sloga', all in accordance 3C
with the spirit and the aims of the new organization, covld be rrepared and approved
by convention. 1ost of this was accomplished at the Cpicago corvention , July 9,10
11,1919, ‘
—* = W ith deteils worked out by this committee, and as direeted by the
Chicago Convertion, "The Irternational Associstion of l.ions Ciubs" was incorporeted
in the 3tate of Illinois on furust 25,1918, with its business cffice locatod in
the Nity of Chicego,I11Yinois, T

Tre obiectc of the frsceisticon, as set forth in its “rticles of

Incorporatior, filed in the ftite of Illineis, August 25th,1919, read as foklows:
"The object for which it is forred is, %o nssccicte tegether ir er Internmtional

Associstion 517 existing Tiéns "lubs irn th weoriove citice of the world, and to
issue merbership churters therztos; to crgerice rnev Lions MnGs ¥y ocuck cther cities
el ¥ vrerld rs e desire the smre te Yo Ywovr e Yiv o flvbe of (Name of City)

end issue membership charters thereto; to govern a1l such chartere” clubs soc *hat

they shall be pon-politicel, ncnesectariecn, not for rfofit of the jrdividunl club

or its incdividuel members, but hnvg for the principal ohject, loynlty to country,

- intelligence =nd integrity of rll peorlc, cur nmetionts nalcty,aré to unite its
werbers ir the closest hords of good fellowship and promote & eloser business and
social nnion awong theu; to erccurege active yurticijution fy »11 things thot b=
to do with commercial, civil and industrial betterment; to uphold the principles of
good government; tc assist in every honoreile wey in furthering the i-terests of its
nerters and fouard bringirg cbart £ hetdor undorolasding ooy Y0 tegek ket
orgenization, co-operation and reciprocity are better than rivalry, strife and
destructive cowpetition; to encourage the aprplication of the highest ethical stendards
in business erd seek, by the exchange of methods and ideas, to i:crease efficiency
ir all lines rerresented; to tave part in any meritorious rcvement, which in the
Judgement of its members will be for the gereral good, ord mey offer its co-operation
to other orgenizations ergaged in leudible erdeevors for the public welfare. Tre
cfficers erd directors »7 tks Tnter ationel] fosocieticn of Lirsns Clubs shall consist
of the rersens elected by the Inter-ationnl Corvention of the Liona Clubs begimning
with the eovrerticn to be held in 1920 erd the Constitution erd By-Jlaws of the Assoce
iation known ps the Internationel Asseeintion of Lions (lubs which wes not incor=
porated in Illinois heretofore 1e edorted as the Corstitution and By-Laws of this

"Agsociation.” '

.



and said objects rerain to dey as the objects of the Association, suplemented by
purposes ard obnects set forth in the Aasociation's Constituti n and By-Laws$

. The offioere and Directors elected st the Chicago Convention in 1619
were listed as the Officers and Directors of the Illinoim corperation for the first
year of its corporate existence, and the following members of the Lidns Clud of Cphle-
ego (formerly "The Business Circle of Chicago) who had been most active in the ye&rs
of work toward forming the Association, were the incorporators: ... -

N YMelvin Jones
Frark L. Iry
Naurice 31ink
Joserh Trienens
* ,J.Liningsten
B.0,7 inchell
L.c,Nutter
Albert Scheible

¢harters in the name of this corporetion were then issued to ell member
slubs that wonld egree to stay in the Association and to pay their dues; ard charters
hnve continued to b2 5o issued since that time, '

ADDTRDAs

A few things of record, which should be corrected or clarified heve come to my
attention, end lest there be mlsunaerstandings, I add the following:

1. The Report of Lions History Conmittee subrmitted to the Atlartic City
Convention in June 1823, stresses club organization work carried on prior to the
organization meeting of June 7,1917, held st Chicago, Illinois, where "The Internation-
8l 2ssociation of Lions Clubs", our fAssocistion, wes formed,

Any club in existence, or orgenized, prior to the meeting of represent-
etives held in Chicago on June 7,1917, when the Associetion wes formed, could not have
been or have become & member club of the Association before it had been.formed. Upon
adoption of the Constitution and ByoLaws of the Association at the Ihllas meeting of
Oetober 1917, the Associetion provided that "The members of this essociation shall
®e the Lions Clubs duly chartered by it". . ;

The Lions Club of Cricago( Formerly the Business CircféS'is kﬁoﬁn‘as the
mother club of the Association because it initiated the meeting held on June 7,1917 at
Chicago, Illinois, at which meeting the Association was formed. .

Said Report states that "Mr. Curningham organized his first club at
Little Rock, Arkensas, in March 1916" exidxorganixakizn and continues "This is the
oldest club in Lions International. It is difficult to determine which was the
oldest of the component clubs that made up the Asseciation when it was formed, June 7
1617. The Lions Club of Chicago (formerly the Business Circle) wes created in 1907,
but to best of my knowledge, never laid claim to being the cldest club of the Associ-
ation. The mge of any club that affiliated with cther clube to form our Associstion
is not important, but age becomes importent when it is asserted that any member ¢lub
at any time belonging to the Association was & member before the forming of the
Association. That could not be, as the Association has recognized, as member club:
only those clubs chartered by 1t under its Constitution and By-Laws, ’
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I mention these things because it is vory easy for a prerson reading the re-
port of said lLions Cormittee to & ssume, without any basis in faet, that the Assoc~
{ation had its beginning long before June 7,1917, becsuse of similarity of names of
clubs theretofore organized. Any olubs in existence or organized prior to Jure 7 G%Q
1917 that participated in the organigation of, end weht along with, the Association
became ebsorbed inteo an entirely new organization, the origfn end organization of
vhlch I have related in the foregoing statement

2. The following is & passa-e from a Manual of Lionism, published
by the International Associstion of Lions Clubs; FditIng Committee; Jesee Robinson,
Leroy -R. Goodrich, John Snape; Copyright 1921, first presented et the 1921 conven-
tion International at Oaklend, California, concerning the formetion period ef Lions &3
International:

"The nemes of many men of this reriod stand out, names intimstely
connected with what may he termed the old organization, some of whom carried over
into the new. Foremost among those was Melvin Jones, who conoeived the Chicago Cfp
meeting of 1917, and was, more than any other one man or group of mer, responsible f4h“1l
for the birth of the Association"

om a"“uanual of Lionism” meens the or anizatlon of clubs formed at the meet=
ng of club representatives N
clubs, International Associetion of Lions Clubs adopted its Constitution and By-
Laws nt Pallas, Texas, in October 1917 and the members of such Association
of Clubs prior to the date of 1ncorporation of said Association in the State of
I1l1inois, August 25,1919,

The "old orignization referred to in the above quoted excerpt cj
i

Inasmuch as many clubs of the "old organization" had received
Charters from The International Associetion of Lions Clubs, an Indiana Corpore
etion, KL tho behost of, or with the epprovel of, th-“newdﬁggggiation “aoting
t@ﬁggtﬁits Constitution ard By-Laws adorted at, Dallas Texas, in Ooctober 1917, aft

Indiana corporation was subiect to oontrol of the nqw*ggzugo;ggratgd Agsoc-

Lgtiog, the "old organ1zatioﬂ“ included =uch chartered clubs of the Indiana ecor-
poration, but did not include clubs chartered by said Indians corporation without
the approval of the new unincerporated Association by action of its officers unde
its Constitution end By-laws, ..

The "new orﬁanization referred to In the above quoted exoerpt from
"A Manual of Lionism" is "The International Association of Lions Clubs™, and
Illinols cerporation, incorporated August 26,1918 and the member clubs of the
Association in good ste:ding under its Constitution and By-Laws, adopted at
Dallas, Texes in Octeber 1917, as amended, :
' (M=

The Indiana corporation, above mentioned, has been subject to the
control of the Assooiation from 1913 through.thy/ years, and to this date is sube
Jeet to the control of this Association, as are many other corporations in many
states and countries in which Lions Clubs exist, in ord«r to protect the interest
of the Association and its members, but, since August 25,1910 the legal entity
culminating from the "old organization t-rough which the business and affairs of
the Asacciation have been conducted end carried on, and by which the Association
has acted end now acts on behalf of its members, is the I linois Corporation, in-
corperated August 26,1919, :

. _9_
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Also, at the Oakland Convention of the Association held in 1921, upon 2L W4
motion made, seconded and carried by a rising vote, LELS.E‘Ee\dEPhe Foundg_r____ of ﬂk‘i{

-

the Internntional Assoclation of Lions Clubs, incorporated in the Staté of
Illineis", and I have been known since then as Founder of said Association. 36

Said motion was madd following a reading of the above quoted excerpt

from the "Manual of Lionsim" and other parts thereof, and, as appears from the

context of said metion, the accepted facts in 1921 were that_;_wus "foremost among
those“ "intimetely cennected with what may be {permed the old organization

and "ooncelved the Chicage meeting of 1017" gt Ao

Thile J recognize that many other men, with whom I have been privileged
to work in commeotion with the #ssociation, contributed much to making the Assoo-
iotion whet it is to day, I wes mora imtimately engaged in the affairs of the
Association from its beginning then any other person, having been Secretary-Treesurer
of the Association from October 1917 to July 1821, end Secretary-General of the
Association from July 1921 until the present date. Accordingly, I have personal
knowledge sbout the many things hereinbefore stated. ‘

Without going into detail in this Statement, the recoerds of the Assoc-
jation and the reports of proceedings of the many conventions of the Association
held since October 1917, bear mute witness to the 'progress of the organization
which resulted from the Chicago meeting of 1917. , which meeting I conceived.

Inaddition, J.should add that, since October 1917, to this date,
habe been a member in good standing of an affiliated club in good standing of this
Association, and during all that period of time_l_have actively served the Associstion

Throughout the years following the formation of the Association in Jyne
1917, gy reputation ss "founder"” of the Association has ;pread throu;hout the United
States and various ocountries of the world, and a8y , ‘ :
Associetion wherever I heate gone. More recently, 1n the Asaooiation's contract with
me, emrloying me as Secretary-General for the duration of my natural 1life, dated
July 18,1950, the Board of Directors of the Asgociation recoginzed r desi nation
and repﬁ%aﬁion as ande: S AB8QC , '

3 It ehould be evident from what has been said in my statement and in the

 foregoing portion of the Addenda thereto that the Constitution and By-laws of this

Associetion, as amended, (originally edopted in October 1917, by & .convention of
delegates at Dallas, Texas) constitute the organic lew of the Association, end

provide t e re latlon and management of,the Associmtion.
W Q&W X
aid onstitution and By-L'sws were adopted by delegates in convention

~~—sand not b ratio in 1917, L ¢

Upon incorporation of "The Internetional Association of Lions Clubs

under the corperation lew of Illineois in 1819, the Associamtion which had bzen fz;gz;zzzgg
formed at Chicago in June 1917, snd which ado;ﬁg At nstit o gt
Laws at Dallas, Texas in, Octcber 1912.£Q:m_h._jﬁnai__imﬁﬁg§u§§d_m9ts ;rousht into -
being & cresture of the 1aw _having legal existence as an artificial person, suthor-
1zed to act as & UNITy, distinet from its members and persisting through change

or succession of its members, under the direction and management of .such Association'e
Board of Direotors, end its Officers. Since August 26,1919, our Ass oc tion hag been

& body politie under said Tllinois corporate cherter. uAE ‘
%lVQOt““*””k Heon bl d)fgiclkv jf' |
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4, In Retros pect‘:’

About forty years have now rassed into history sincé the members
of the Bukiness Cirole of Chicago started a movement to-establish a new kind of
orgarization, an organization that would serve, mét the mutuml gain of its
membera, but which would ' truly serve the needs. of thelr fellow men. They be~
lieved 1n the kind of association that would be governed by a C nstitution and By~
Laws adopted by its members assembled in convention, whose 0ffifers end Directofs
would be elected from end by its members, an association with new purpeses and
ocbjects,

Fortunnately, s few other clubs and their members,that joined .

in the movement for such & new kind of Association, were imbued with similar
ideas and hopes, To the vision m2nd the dedication of these men who first
believed in Lionism, a great monument stands to day: Lions Internaional, with
about half & million members in more than 10,000 clubs located in some 43 countries,
which together sceomplish upwards of 130,000 unselfish service activities per year..

It has been my wonderful privilege to have worked and fought for ita
growth, and to have lived to see it develope into the pgreat institution that it is
to day; to have been associated with, and to call as my friends, the countless
great men whoe have become the advecates and the leaders of Lionism. It would
be irpossible even to begin o name these men, many of whom have passed on, but to
them a]1 the Assccietion must be ever indebted.

Long ago I dedicated my life to Lionsim; the rewards heve been
infinite, snd I am grateful to have had such a wonderful privilege. My only hope
is that the Associetion may continue forever to thrive, to grow, and to serve
in the spirit in which it was conceived and built, -

I am 8till looking forward te the future with the same prayer
on my lips that I had on June Tth 1917:

Courage , Brother, do not stumble,
Tho Thy path be dark as night; . f
There is a star to guide the humble, '
Trust in God and do the right.

1 HE—
[

Respectfully submitted

Melvin Jones = -



